
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Laurie Rice       

Department: Political Science       Phone Number: (618) 650-2075 

E-mail Address: larice@siue.edu                                   Campus Box: 1453 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 3 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 [] This project deals with community outreach.  

 [] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature.  

 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 9 hours 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?     Yes 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course? POLS 310    

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 1-3  

 

Location of research/creative activities:   NA (research can be completed anywhere student has computer and 

internet access)   

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
 This project examines presidential influence in the Trump era. Aside from speeches and tweets, presidents typically 

make strategic use of a variety of formal tools to influence policy, such as executive orders and signing statements. 

While President Trump's public communication style may differ dramatically from that of previous presidents, how 

does his use of formal communications compare to that of previous presidents? In seeking to answer these questions, 

the project investigates presidents' use of both formal and informal communications, how these vary across 

presidents, and how they change in response to shifting levels of attention from both the media and other 

government officials.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
 Students will be collecting and analyzing government documents, speeches, or tweets. Government documents may 

include executive orders and signing statements issued by current and former administrations and recently released 

Statements of Administration Policy dating back to the 1980s. Students may be asked to read and identify the 

positions presidents take on bills in these documents. They may also be tasked with collecting media coverage or 

congressional responses to presidential actions.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
Students will learn how to locate government documents and identify relevant media coverage. They will develop 

their skills in using Nexis Uni and other databases. They will learn the basics of content analysis and how to code 

and analyze government documents and media coverage and turn them into usable data. They will also learn the 



major steps of political science research as it moves from idea, to data collection, to finished product. Students who 

are interested are encouraged to apply to present research at conferences. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Students must be available for a weekly meeting on a Monday, Wednesday, or Thursday or on Friday mornings.  

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
Preference for the paid position is given to Political Science majors who have completed POLS 340 with at least a 

B. Students do not need to meet these criteria to be considered for unpaid positions.  

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

N/A 

 

 


